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Revelation 3:1-6
Letter to Sardis: Rev 3:1 NKJV Introduction: "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write…, 

Historical Background: SARDIS ((sahr' dihs) a plural noun meaning “remnants,” Sardis was the capital of ancient Lydia (LYDIA: Located in Asia Minor, Lydia reached it’s peak of power between 560 and 546 BC.  Lydia was conquered by the Persian King Cyrus, who seven years later captured Babylon and freed the Jewish exiles.  According to Vernon McGee, “Ancient Sardis was located inland built on a small, elevated plateau which rises sharply above the Hermus Valley.  On all sides but one, the rock walls are smooth, nearly perpendicular and absolutely unscalable.  The only access is on the southern side by a very steep and difficult path.”  Dr. McGee goes on to say that he and another pastor tried to hike up to the ancient site, but had to turn back because of the steepness and roughness of the terrain. At the time of John’s writing, Sardis was rebuilt at the bottom of ancient Sardis due to easier access.  As is the case with all seven cities in Revelation 2 and 3, Sardis is in ruins today.

Historic-Prophetic Application 1517 AD – 1730 AD (Tribulation?): The period of the Reformation Church! Why a start date of 1517 AD? To be sure, of the seven churches, this church is the most difficult to fit into the historical sequence of the prophetic application. Jesus has nothing good to say about Sardis, yet, the Reformation was a good thing since it emphasized the teaching of the Word of God. The date for the beginning of the Reformation is 1517, when Martin Luther posted his 95 Thesis on the door on the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. According to Christianity Through The Centuries, written by Dr. Earle Cairns, “the 95 Thesis condemned the abuse of the Indulgence System.  The indulgence was a document that could be bought for a sum of money and that would free one from the temporal penalty of sin. A later papal bull extended this privilege to souls in purgatory, provided their living relatives purchased indulgences for them.” The Reformation rightly emphasized salvation by grace through faith and emphasized a literal understanding of the Bible. So where did the Reformation go wrong? The Protestant Reformation did not fully develop the importance of accepting the Bible as the complete and divinely inspired, literal Word of God.  Heb. 4:12 states “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” Where do we see this in the letter to Sardis?  We find it in verse 1. “I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.”  Sardis is spiritually dead because they reject the supernatural origin of God’s Word. How did this happen to the Protestant Reformation?

At first, during the 1500’s, the church of the Protestant Reformation made the Word of God paramount for salvation; sola scriptura (by scripture alone), was the Reformation’s cry. But, over the next one hundred and fifty years, a shift took place. The church, which had come alive again under Martin Luther’s reforms began to move away from sola scriptura. Some link this paradigm shift to men such as Dutch philosopher Baruch de Spinoza (1632-1677 AD). Even though he was a Jew, many consider him to be the father of “biblical criticism.” Biblical criticism, defined as the treatment of biblical texts as natural rather than supernatural artifacts, grew out of the rationalism of the 17th and 18th centuries. Biblical criticism taught that the Bible originated by man in the context of a wide range of scholarly disciplines, including linguistics, archaeology, anthropology, folklore, oral tradition studies, and historical and religious studies. 

Spinoza’s view held that it was not important that biblical miracles were true, but that they were useful primarily for issues of a virtuous nature for the intended culture. Although historical issues are important, leaders in this church tended to exclude the supernatural aspects of God’s Word (2 Pet. 1:21, 2 Tim. 3:16). Thanks to Spinoza’s influence (and others), attacks on the inerrancy and infallibility of the Bible caught on in the Protestant church and a paradigm shift took place away from the Word of God as supernatural in origin and this thinking swept across Europe over the next 200 years. In the end, Spinoza would deny any concept of a personal God, all claims to divine revelation, any claim of biblical inspiration, and the validity of miracles. 

Although it is debatable on how much Spinoza influenced Protestant leaders, for sure Spinoza’s views are a forerunner to an even more extreme view called Higher Criticism. Higher Criticism claims that Genesis through Deuteronomy was not transcribed by Moses, but by unknown scribes some 800-1,000 years after Moses. Higher Criticism was developed during the 19th Century thanks to a Protestant theologian by the name of Julius Welhausen (1844 – 1918). Julius Wellhausen taught we cannot trust the Bible as the inerrant, devine, and literal, complete word of God.  By the turn of the 20th Century this doctrine of Higher Criticism was bought hook, line, and sinker by many in mainstream Protestantism. This paradigm shift away from God’s Word as inerrant and infallible within mainstream Protestantism resulted in a backlash by many Protestants who came to be known as the Fundamentalists, or Evangelicals. In Higher Criticism, Wellhausen taught that the Bible is not the word of God, but rather contains the word of God.  In other words, if the Bible is not the Word of God, but instead only contains God’s words, then we must rely on human reason to discover which words belong to God.  Because of this shift away from accepting God’s Word as literally true, supernatural acts of God have been ruled out, not accepted as truth. During the 1990’s and up to the present time The Jesus Seminar, which bases its scholarship on Higher Criticism, determined through human reason, Jesus spoke only 30% of what is attributed him. The other 70% is based on myth, fable, and folklore and cannot be trusted as accurate. The issue of “dead orthodoxy” in Sardis fits perfectly with the panorama of prophetic church history as it is played out in the Reformation Church and her predecessors. 

It is because of this rejection of God’s Word as divinely inspired that the majority of the church of Sardis will miss the Rapture. How so? The warning is made clear in Rev. 3:3 says “But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.”  The Rapture will be the furthest thing from their minds since they do not believe in the supernatural. 1 Thess. 5:2-5 connects the phrase “come like a thief” to those who are not ready when Jesus comes to Rapture (1 Thess. 4:14-18) His church. Here’s how it reads: 1 Thess 5:2-5 NKJV For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. {3} For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. But, what about believers, are they caught by surprise? {4} But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. {5} You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. True Christians will not be surprised as if by a thief, but will be aware of the general signs of the times just before the Rapture of the Church takes place. Not so with the majority in the Sardis church. They will miss the Rapture, because they will not be watching.

The end date for Sardis is 1730 AD... Why?  It sounds like the Sardis church is significant among the seven churches even until the second coming of Jesus. Indeed, it is! But, as the spiritually “dead” teachings of Sardis are advanced, another significant church, the church of Philadelphia, springs up between 1730-1740 that support the Bible as inerrant and infallible. Notice what Jesus says to Philadelphia: Rev 3:8 NKJV "for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name.” The Philadelphia church becomes significant through the next two centuries (1700’s and 1800’s). As the Philadelphia church took on more of a missions-minded thrust, the spiritually “dead” church of Sardis ushers in the Age of Enlightenment (1688-1800), also known as the Age of Reason. With the Age of Enlightenment human reason, apart from the supernatural truth of the Bible, came to be dominant in man’s approach to truth and knowing. The Age of Enlightenment advocated Spinoza’s “human reason” as the primary source and basis for truth and knowledge, not the Bible. While this shift away from the Bible as infallible and inerrant was taking place, many in the church (Philadelphia) began to wake up to the truth of the Bible’s claim of inerrancy and infallibility. By 1730-40, a movement began that swept across Europe now known as the “First Great Awakening.” The United States of America was born during this great awakening. The First Great Awakening reached out primarily to those who were already Christian. In light of the onslaught of the Sardis church deception, Christians began to wake up and realize that God’s Word is in fact inerrant and infallible. These Churches which were not large in number (but of little strength) compared to the size of the then professing church, chose to keep His Word, knowing that it is true and refused to deny His name, unlike so many others who were caught up in the fever of the Age of Reason. There was another, a second Great Awakening that began around 1800 AD that reached out to the unchurched through the greatest Missionary movement in the history of the church, a movement that attempted to reach the ends of the earth with the gospel.

Rev 3:1b NKJV Title of Jesus: 'These things says He who has the seven Spirits (Holy Spirit) of God and the seven stars (church leaders):  Based on this title, we have a reference to the Holy Spirit and the leaders of the churches. When combined, we see Jesus addressing issues related to the Holy Spirit and the church leaders. What issue is related to the Holy Spirit and the church leaders?  Look at the rest of verse one. But, first notice that there is no commendation for Sardis!

Commendation: None – Jesus only commends the “remnant” in Sardis (3:4)
Rev 3:1c NKJV Rebuke (Shortfall): "I know your works, that you have a name a reputation that you are alive, but you are dead. This is a play on words since they were not physically dead. To paraphrase, Jesus implies “You have a name that is known for works that are spiritually alive, but in reality your works are spiritually dead, without life! Jesus’ title of “He who has the seven Spirits (Rev. 1:4),” is in contrast to the absence of Holy Spirit power in Sardis. This reference to spiritually dead “works” refers to a church without the power of the Holy Spirit and without the kind of faith that pleases God (Heb. 11:6). They rely on human reason and human power totally devoid of faith and God’s spiritual power, thus resulting in the absence of spiritual life and the presence of spiritual death. This fits quite well with dead orthodoxy within the Protestant church as discussed earlier.
When Jesus says, “…you have a name that you are alive...” He implies that this church appears “busy” working, full of activity. They might argue, “can’t you see that I am working for the LORD?” But, Jesus proclaims that He does not know them, such as is found in Matt. 7:21 NIV "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  {22} Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles, to paraphrase “did we not perform the spiritual works in your name that you expected from us demonstrating spiritual life?'” {23} Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers [KJV=workers of iniquity]!' But, their works were not in faith and not in the power of the Holy Spirit. They were busy, but not in the power of the Holy Spirit. Their works were spiritually dead, all done through human strength and human reason, devoid of the LORD’s Holy Spirit power. They practice evil, they are workers of iniquity. APPLICATION: What is the implication here? Are you full of activities, but without the power, direction, and leadership of the Holy Spirit in your life? This church was probably socially active. This church primarily supported a “social gospel.” The community was aware of their “activities” because Jesus says, “you have a name,” a reputation, “that you are alive, but you are dead.” These Type III Christians are probably involved in feeding the poor, providing shelters for the homeless, organizing events that support freedom for minority rights, taking strong stands against using women and children in pornography, condemning T.V. violence, etc.. These could be good and noble goals, but, without faith in Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit behind these efforts, what good is all of that? Because this church is not led by the Holy Spirit, it will always reflect the current moral values of their day whether it is hiring practicing homosexual pastors to lead their flock, performing gay marriages, or encouraging their followers to read the daily horoscope to get in touch with their own future. They will exalt tolerance as a virtue, esteemed by most in their culture as being relevant and compassionate. However, there are times where tolerance is not always good. We saw an example of the kind of tolerance that Jesus hates in the Thyatira church, namely tolerating those within the church that teach others to follow false gods; they are not to be tolerated, according to Jesus! The church of Sardis has “a name” that they “are alive” in the culture of their day, but, Jesus is not impressed! In His mind they are dead, spiritually!
Rev. 3:2 NKJV "Be watchful NIV=wake up, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God. Does God want us to be perfect towards Him in our daily decisions and activities (works)? Yes, He wants us to strive towards perfection (Matt. 5:48), but only when we are led by the Holy Spirit and not our flesh. As we go about our activities and works as part of the Body of Christ, we must understand what God’s Word has to say about who we are, as follows: Rom. 7:18  …in our flesh dwelleth no good thing. In light of that, Jesus says in John 15:4 “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.” John 15:5  …apart from Jesus you can do nothing.  John 16:33 …in this world you will have trouble, but be of good courage, Jesus has overcome the world for you. 2 Cor. 12:9 …when you are weak, then Jesus can make you strong in his strength. Good works must be done in faith by the power of the Holy Spirit as we “abide” in Jesus earnestly seeking His will (Heb. 11:6). These good works that are produced by faith are rewarded by God (Col. 3:24), and are a sign to others that you are saved (James 2:18-24). 
Dr. Charles Stanley, in his book Eternal Security, writes, “Some believers will be entrusted with certain privileges; others will not. Some will reign with Christ; others will not (2 Tim. 2:12); Rev. 3:21). Some will be rich in the kingdom of God; others will be poor (see Luke 12:21, 33). Some will be given true riches; others will not. Some will be given heavenly treasures of their own; others will not.”  Stanley ends by saying, “Privilege in the kingdom of God is determined by one’s faithfulness in this life… it is true that there will be equality in terms of inclusion in the kingdom of God but not in our rank and privilege.” 
Sardis Believers and the Word: Rev. 3:3a NKJV Exhortation (Warning): "Remember therefore how you have received and heard from God’s Word; hold fast to the Word and repent. The problem with this church is that repentance is absent because they no longer believe God’s Word. What happened to them? They received the Word, but really did not understand it! Paul writes in 1 Cor 2:14 NKJV  But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God including the Word, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. These Type III believers “received” the Word, but they did not “hold fast” to what they “heard.” Does this sound familiar? Remember the parable of the seed sown on rocky ground in Mat 13:20 NIV  The one who received the seed the Word that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. {21} But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away or he does not “hold fast” to the Word. Unlike the believers of the Smyrna church, those in Sardis fall away because they fear persecution. APPLICATION: What about you, are you embarrassed to mention that you know Jesus at work, for fear that you will be persecuted and lose out on a promotion or alienate friends? If so, then you need to go before God and ask Him to search your heart, and repent if you, in fact, are fearful of persecution because of the Word.
Sardis Believers are Asleep?: Rev. 3:3b NKJV Therefore if you will not watch NIV=if you do not wake up, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you. They are totally asleep to the things of God and when He comes back, they will not be expecting Him, in the same way someone is caught by surprise by a thief! Perhaps, this has to do with Jesus’ sudden coming in judgment on those who do not repent as reflected in 1 Thess. 5:1 NIV  Now, brothers, concerning the Rapture as described in 1 Thess. 4:14-18 …about times and dates we do not need to write to you, {2} for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. The “day of the LORD” will come like a thief to those who are not expecting the LORD’s imminent return. {3} While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. {4} But you, brothers Type I and II believers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. Type I and II believers who are watching and expecting the return of Jesus will not be caught be surprise as if by a thief! {5} You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. {6} So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep dead, but let us be alert and self-controlled. {7} For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. {8} But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. {9} For God did not appoint us Type I / II believers to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
A Worthy Remnant in Sardis: Rev. 3:4 NKJV Jesus now commends the remnant of Sardis... "You have a few names a remnant even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments by living a life of faith and dependence upon the power of the Holy Spirit; and they shall walk with Me in white purity, for they are worthy. As there is here, there is always a “remnant” of believers in Type III churches. This remnant of “overcomers” appear to be Type I believers that have learned to live the victorious life in Christ. Here, Jesus informs them that are worthy of wearing white garments, unlike those who morally “defile” their garments (Type III). Type II believers are not “overcomers” in the purest sense, that is, they tend to be carnal believers, like babies (I Cor. 3:1-3) consistently defeated by the flesh, the world, and the devil. They will lose rewards that God had originally intended for them (1 Cor. 3:14-15). That is why it is so important all Type II believers learn how to have victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil by “abiding in Christ” and “walking in the Spirit.” In contrast, Type I believers are consistently spiritual, victorious in their battle with their flesh, and will not lose their rewards. One may ask “how consistent is consistent?” The Bible is not clear about this, but Paul gives us a hint in the following passages: 2 Cor 5:10 NKJV  For we must all appear you, me, Paul, and all believers must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. {11} Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, Paul sounds fearful about the LORD’s judgment of believers that is to come …we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust you are well known in your consciences In other words, God knows you well enough to judge you, and in your conscience you have a pretty good idea of what to expect! So, how consistent must a believer be to completely and perfectly “overcome” the world, the flesh, and the devil to be identified by God as a Type I believer? Paul brings further clarity to this question as follows: Phil 3:12 NIV  "Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect Paul admits that he is not perfect in his walk, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. {13} Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, {14} I press on or strive toward the goal to win the prize award for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." What is the goal? The goal is to strive towards perfection by learning to walk in the Spirit and to abide in Christ. What is the prize? Is it salvation? No, salvation is a gift! The prize is rewards that are earned by all believers who press on towards perfection. Jesus tells us to be perfect in Mat 5:48 NIV  "Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect." We are to strive to be perfect, why? Jesus wants His own to earn rewards (see Matt. 5:12, 46; 6:1-2, 6, 18). Those who seek to consistently abide in Christ and walk in the Spirit, consistently taking their thoughts captive, making them obedient to Christ, and striving for perfection, will win the prize and be rewarded, not with salvation, but with crowns (similar to what we studied in the church of Smyrna - page 39), and levels of responsibilities that you would otherwise not gain, due to a loss of rewards (1 Cor. 3:15). 
Do You Personally Know a Type I Believer? The Word indicates that it is impossible to know the identity of Type I believers. We read in 1 Cor 4:2 NIV  Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. To whom must we prove faithful? Paul continues… {3} I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. {4} My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. Man is incapable of judging another’s motives! Only God can do that… {5} Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise reward from God. Rewards are reserved for the Type I and II believers. We are to keep our eyes off of our brothers work, by not judging whether he is faithful to God’s call in his life. That is the LORD’s business. We are to judge our brother’s moral life. Jesus said in Mat 7:20 NKJV "Therefore by their fruits moral behavior you will know them. If believers sin, we are to hold each other to account (Matt. 18:15).
The greatest challenge of the believer is to learn how to continually be aware of choices, and then follow the lead of the Holy Spirit! Paul put it this way:  2 Cor 10:5b NIV  …and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. How can you continually be aware of your choices, unless you take captive every thought? What a challenge! Perhaps, this is what Paul meant by writing about the “terror of the Lord.” 
Rev. 3:5 NKJV Promise to Overcomer: "He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments robes…, Scripture promises the believer that their salvation is secured by faith in the work of Jesus, as follows: 1 John 5:4 NKJV  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world; our faith. {5} Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? The believer overcomes positionally by the work of Christ, saved by grace (a gift) through faith and not by works! (Eph. 2:8-9). This is “justification.” In contrast, the believer overcomes experientially by abiding in Christ and walking in the Spirit by way of a faith that produces good works, and results in heavenly rewards (Col. 3:24; Phil. 3:12-14; 1 Cor. 3:14-15). This is “sanctification.” In both cases it is God’s work, but only in the second case are rewards (not gifts) distributed based on the experiential faith of the overcomer. In one case, the overcomer’s free gift of salvation is positioned on the finished work of Jesus (justificatioin), and in the other case, the overcomer’s rewards are earned by their choice to experientially abide in Jesus (sanctification). 
With that background, we learn that the remnant in Sardis received white garments by overcoming. Their overcoming is both positional and experiential. Positionally, their white garments (robes) symbolize righteousness that comes from faith in the blood of the Lamb, similar to the Tribulation Saints in Rev 7:13 NKJV Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?" {14} And I said to him, "Sir, you know." So he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. This positional righteousness applies to all dispensations of believers whether “before” Christ or “after” Christ. Believers, like Abraham (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:1-3), that died before Christ are Old Testament Saints. Believers that are “caught up” in the Rapture after Christ, but before the Tribulation are Church Age Saints. Believers that are martyred during the Tribulation (Rev. 6:9, 11) are Tribulation Saints. They all will receive white garments that have been symbolically washed in the blood of Jesus. They positionally overcame by faith through the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross, and thus are saved into the kingdom of God.
Not only does the remnant in Sardis positionally overcome by faith in the finished work of Christ, but they also overcome experientially, by learning how to “walk in the Spirit,” as they “abide in Christ.” They did not “defile their garments” (Rev. 3:4) because they did not practice a carnal life. They did not practice sin, by continually following after the world, the flesh, and the devil. Because they did not defile their garments, they are worthy to be rewarded with the white garment. The “remnant” from Sardis are Type I believers. 
This raises a question. What is the difference between the white garment of those believers that positionally overcome and those believers that experientially overcome? There may be no difference; perhaps the Word is redundant regarding their white garments. However, let’s look at this a little closer and top it off with a challenge question, as follows: 

A Really BIG Challenge Question: This raises a tough question! Before asking the question, consider this: Overcomers in Sardis do “not defile their garments” (Rev. 3:4a), they do not allow them to be soiled by the world, the flesh, or the devil, suggesting experiential sanctification. What if Rev. 3:5 describes only experientially “sanctified” saints that were given their white garments based on them living a righteous life, while Rev. 7:13-14 describes only positionally “justified” saints washed in the blood of Jesus, based on His living a righteous life? Does Scripture support this anywhere? Consider the following passage:  Rev 19:7 NKJV  "Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready." {8} And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts or deeds of the saints. Notice that the wedding garment of Rev. 19:8 symbolizes righteous acts, or good deeds, of the saints. Righteous acts, good deeds, do not gain salvation for believers since salvation is by grace through faith alone, a gift! On the other hand, if the white garment is received based on the believer’s righteous deeds, then this wedding garment is a reward. How so? This believer experientially “overcomes” through faith by consistently making choices that please God (1 Thess. 4:3-5; Heb. 11:6). Now, here’s the challenge question: Is there a difference between the “bride of Christ” that is given the wedding garment by God based on the believer’s righteous acts and the “body of Christ” that receives white garments as a gift from God? In other words, is it possible that not all believers are the Bride of Christ, but are the Body of Christ? Pretty tough question, huh? (Acts. 17:11). (
In essence, it appears that there are two different types of garments in Scripture. One is based on the finished work of Christ, and one based on the righteous acts of the believer.
Blotted Out?: Rev. 3:5b NKJV …and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. This is one of those passages that seem to imply that after you accept Jesus as your Savior and your name is written in the Book of Life that you can lose your salvation later, blotted out, if you do not overcome! But, is that what Jesus is saying? Can you lose your salvation? 

From God’s point of view, you cannot lose your salvation (John 10:28-29)! Paul writes that our salvation is secure, with the Holy Spirit as a guaranteed deposit  (Eph. 1:13-14). And of course, Paul makes it clear that all are saved by grace through faith (Eph.  2:8-9)!  

But, from man’s point of view, it looks like we can lose our salvation as James points out in James 2:17-18. There James points out in 2:18 that “…someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me man’s point of view your faith without your works, and I will show you man’s point of view my faith by my works."

So, if from God’s point of view our salvation is secure, then what does Jesus mean that a name can be “blotted out” from the Book of Life? There are many views, here are a few:

(1)  One view is that the phrase “blotting out” is a figure of speech using a negative to emphasize a positive. An example of using a negative to emphasize a positive would be like hoping your newborn is a boy and then announcing his birth as “not a girl!” So, rather than say “I will not blot out his name” Jesus really meant “I will see to it that his name is forever recorded in the Book of Life.” 

(2)  Another view teaches that Jesus never says He will blot out their name, but He simply states that He will not blot out their name. 

(3) Still, another view, such as Dr. John Walvoord, teaches that everyone’s names have been written in the Book of Life before they were born. Dr. Dave Hocking adds, it is likened to a baby that is born--- all babies that die automatically go to heaven. There name is already written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. It is not until the age of accountability that they are then a candidate for being blotted out of the book. This view uses scripture such as John 3:16 “for God so loved the world (i.e, all its inhabitants) that He gave His only begotten Son…”  In other words, Jesus died for the sins of the whole world, not just an elect (1 John 2:2; 4:14). 

That names can be blotted out of this book is also clear in the Old Testament. We learn about this in Exodus 32:31-33 when Moses asked God to blot his name out if God refused to forgive the Israelites. When it is clear that the wicked reject God’s way of salvation they are blotted out of this book! We see this in Revelation 13:8 where John indicates that the earth dwellers names are not found written in the Book of Life. Their names were originally written from the foundation of the world, but later taken out.

It is not God’s desire that anyone should be taken out of the Lamb’s Book of Life as Peter wrote in his book in 2 Peter 3:9. According to Peter, no one’s name is written in a book of Hell! In fact, there is no book of Hell. There is only the book of Judgment.

This view then proposes that everyone is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. Those who do not repent and turn to Jesus will be blotted out! This may explain why the Book of Life is opened at the Great White Throne judgment seat of God as described in Revelation 20:12, 15). In Revelation 20, it seems that the Book of Life is checked to verify that the name of the wicked present there at the White Throne was in fact blotted out. They are then judged based upon their deeds. The degree of evil will determine the degree of their eternal punishment.

Works and Faith – a Team?: James reminds us that from man’s point of view we are not saved if faith does not produce good works (James 2:18). Some go round and round on this to a point of circular reasoning leading to the age old argument of which comes first, the chicken or the egg (of course we all know the chicken came first - Gen. 1:21).  The word "believe" comes from two words, "be" and "live."  Faith helps us to "be" spiritually; and deeds help us to “live” spiritually. To show that there is no conflict in the Scriptures between the two, Paul, the advocate of faith, speaks of being "rich in works" (1 Tim. 6:18) while James, the exponent of works, says be "rich in faith" (James 2:5). Why be content with either when God has provided for both, and says we must have both. Also in Rom 3:31, Paul writes that “faith upholds the law (works),” and in James 2:20-24 James writes that “works upholds faith.” Paul makes the point that from God’s view, man is saved by grace through faith, while James makes the point that from man’s view, man is saved by faith. ILLUSTRATION: James point is illustrated as follows: “A Christian man worked each day transporting tourists across a lake.  On occasion he would present the Gospel and its implications for life in a most unusual way.  He had painted the word "Faith" on one of the oars of his rowboat and "Works" on the other.  When they got quite far from shore, he would stop, then, beginning to row with only the one oar marked "Faith" causing the boat to go in circles to the left.  Reversing the process, he would pull on the other oar marked "Works" and they would circle in the opposite direction.  By this time the bewildered passengers were waiting for an explanation.  This afforded him an opportunity to give them the truth concerning discipleship and the Christian life.  He always concluded by saying, "You see, neither faith nor works can stand alone.  They are twins that cannot be separated (James 2:20)!” With this James agrees. 
Bottom-line, no one will boast before God that they deserve salvation; only the grace of God through faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ can accomplish that part. However, as you abide in Christ, you can’t help but do good works, which result in heavenly rewards! “Abiding in Christ” leads to “walking in the Spirit.” Good works are then produced as a result of the work of the Spirit. My part in this process is to take my thoughts captive to make them obedient to Christ. This results in rewards given by your heavenly Father.
Rev. 3:6 NKJV Invitation / Closure: "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."' Does closure at this point suggest the majority of this church enters into the Tribulation?
